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GIVING BACK

BY EVELYN LESPINASSE
Yot News contritextor

STUART — Froman eady
age, David Wise could be
found singing. dancing and
putting on performances
for his family and friends
It was evilent that he had
talent andd a passion for
the performing arts, but as
be grew okler he began to
wxlerstand that, although
be loved singing and dane-
ing. it would be too difficule
for his family to takeon the
financial burden of enwroll-
ing him In musical theater
classes,

Fortunately for David,
and students in similar
situations, one community

has been work-
ing to provide young people
with the opportunity to pur.
sue their dreams and get
involved in the arts. With
support from corporate
and private donore, May-
tin County-based nonprofit
Artists for a Couse (A4AC)
created a scholarship pro-
gram to assist stucdents and
families with the many
expenses that come along
with participating in visual
and performing arts.

“Research has shown
that participation in visual
and performing arts has
a positive effect on young
adults,” explained Terry
Barber; founder and execu-
tive director of Artists fora
Cause, “But unforunately
during these tough eco-
nomic times, not all fami-
ltes can afford to sign thelr
children up for dance, plano
or theatre lessons. This is
when westep into lift some
of the burden ol of par-
ents’ shoulders.”

During the last two years,
a partnership between
AJAC and StarStruck Per-
forming Arts Center, the
largest performing and
visual arts education insti-
tutions in Martin County
has resulted in more than
40 students recelving train-
ing in thelr arts discipline
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Thanks to the AJAC Scholarship Program, David Wise
is able participate in musical theatre at StarStruck

Performing Arts Center.

of cholce, despite their
families financial chal-
Jenges. In addition to AAC
scholarships, StarStruck
also awands nead basad and
talent-based scholarships to
exudlente.

For David Wise, the schol-
arship he reoelved from
A4AC has allowed him to
enroll in musical theater
classs ot StarStruck.

“From the costumes,
to the classes and perfor-
mances, participating in
thearts can be really expen-
sive,” Wise sakd. “The schol-
arship from Artists for a
Cause has been a huge help
to my family finsncially and
has allowed me to pursue
my dreams of performing
on the big stage.”

All AJAC scholarships
are awanded on the basls of
financial need. Tomaximize
the range and efficiency of
the program, Artists for a
Cause recently announced
the Implementation ol new
measures for the screening
of prospective scholarship
recipients. Scholarship
applicants are required
to submit documentation
showing their financial
need and a written state
ment acdkdressing why they
are interested in becoming
involved in the arts,

To date, most funding

for scholarship students at
StarStruck has been acoonr
plished in partnership
with A4AC. Private and
corporate donors ane able
to carmark their donations
specifically to the AMAC
Scholarship program.

“It brings us s0 much
Joy to be able to assist so
many children and fami-
lies through our scholar-
ship program. Our goal is
to continue to Keep today’s
youth irvolved in the arts
regardless of thelr finan-
clal struggles.” says Terry
Barber, executive director
of Artists for a Cause.

Wi credits his personal
values of dedication and
discipline to what he has
learned from his involve
ment in musical theatre at
StarStruck.

Families interested in
applying for the Artists for
a Cause Scholarship Pro
gram are encouraged to
contact Artists for a Cause
at 772-419-8778 or emall
A4AC Director of Opera-
tions, Michelle Rodanes at
michelleadacorg

AAAC hopes to exparxd its
scholarship program and
offer oppoctunities for moce
students in Martin County.
If your arts or education
organization is interested
in partnéring with Artists

for a Cause, or if you'd like
to support arts education
for those less fortunate
call 7724198778 or email
Infoatacong

ABOUT ARTISTS FORA
CAUSE

Artists for a Cause s
a Stuart-base], national,
nonprofit organization
that improves communi-
tes using art as a catalyst to
achieve Incredible results.

Some programs help
artists and charities get
the most out of their col.
laboration, while others
praduce resules directly, by
feeding the poor. healing
the sick, or solving other
problems through unique
artistic solutions. Current
programs include Dance
for Food, Therapeutic Arts,
Donated Instrument Closet,
Classicnl for Schools, AAC

Scholarships, A4AC High
School Clubs, Homeless
Musical Ensemble, Art-
ist Auction Packages and
Benefit Conoerts  all of
which improve commu-
nities through artistic
endeavors.

Among the organiza-
tions recetving support
from Artists for a Cause
Inc, are the Boys and Girds
Club of Martin County,
Helping People Succeed,
Treasure Coast Food Bank,
Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society, House of Hope,
Sailfish Point Foundation,
Arc Broward. Farmworker
Coordinating Council of
Palm Beach and more, as
well as hundreds of artists
in every penre,

To learn more about
A4AC please visit http//
wwwadacong, call 772419
8778 or emall infoadacong.



